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'.  RADIO  READING  SERVICES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Approximately  200  people  from  all  over 
the  country  attended  the  first  conference 
on  Radio  Reading  Services  for  the  Blind, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  American  Foun¬ 
dation  for  the  Blind.  The  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Hilton  Inn  Northwest  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  Oklahoma,  March  10-13.  The 
planning  committee  for  this  meeting  in¬ 
cluded  persons  involved  in  such  services, 
representation  from  the  American  Council 
of  the  Blind,  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind,  The  Corporation  for  Public 
Broadcasting  and  others. 

The  conference  covered  all  aspects  of 
present  Radio  Telking  Book  programs  noting 
problems  and  progress,  and  took  a  brief 
look  into  the  future. 

Two  types  of  broadcasting  services 
are  used  in  providing  reading  services. 
They  are  open  channel  and  sub-carrier 
broadcasting.  Ofjen  channel  broadcasting 
merely  means  the  utilization  of  regular 
AM  or  FM  stations  for  such  services,  and 
sub-carrier  broadcasting  refers  to  the 
utilization  of  the  side  band  of  an  FM 
station  by  feeding  a  signal  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  frequency  against  it,  and  broadcast¬ 
ing  on  the  sub-carrier  frequency  produced 
by  the  beat  of  the  other  two  frequencies. 
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It  would  appear  that  .the  only  advan¬ 
tage  of  open  channel  broadcasting  would  be 
that  no  special  equipment  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  blind  or  physically  handicapp¬ 
ed  person  to  benefit  from  the  service.  A 
supposed  advantage  was  pointed  out  in  that 
since  the  public  at  large  could  listen  to 
this  service,  merely  by  tuning  in  on  it, 
an  excellent  opportunity  would  exist  to 
educate  the  public  on  the  problems  faced  - 
oy  the  blind  and  physically  handicapped. 


The  chief  disadvantage  of  open  chan¬ 
nel  broadcasting  is  that  a  reading  service 
for  the  blind  would  be  very  limited  in 
scope,  in  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
pre-empt  time  from  the  regularly  scheduled 
programing  of  a  given  station--a  factor 
which  severely  curtails  the  time  which  can 
be  utilized.  Even  educational  broadcasters 
must  take  into  consideration  the  best  pos¬ 
sible  time  of  their  station  time,  equating 
it  under  the  mandate  under  which  they 
operate. 


The  main  disadvantage  of  sub-carrier 
broadcasting  is  that  it  takes  a  special 
receiver  to  listen  to  it.  These  receivers 
at  present  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$50  to  $60,  and  if  a  system  is  to  work, 
somebody  must  provide  the  receivers. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
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On  the  advantage  side  is  the  fact 
that  since  the  sub-carrier  involved  does 
not  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  regular 
broadcasting  schedule  of  a  radio  station, 
the  only  limiting  factor  for  service  is 
the  time  schedule  of  the  radio  station 
whose  signal  is  being  used  for  creation 
of  the  sub-carrier  frequency „ 


Minnesota  was  the  pioneer  in  this 
area,  with  its  Radio  Talking  Book  Service 
starting  in  1969,  as  an  integral  part  of 
that  state's  services  for  the  blind „  They 
broadcast  19  hours  per  day  on  the  sub¬ 
carrier  of  an  educational  FM  station. 

In  July  of  1973,  the  Oklahoma  Radio 
Talking  Book  network  got  its  start,  and 
operates  as  a  part  of  the  Library  for  the 
Blind  in  that  state. 


Many  other  states  have  ongoing  pro¬ 
grams,  but  they  are  too  numerous  to  mention 
here.  One  conclusion  which  seems  quite 
evident,  is  that  those  programs  which  are 
the  largest  and  most  successful  are  funded 
through  the  budgets  of  state  agencies. 

The  Lions  and  other  groups  have  aided 
greatly  in  making  receivers  available. 
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As  to  what  is  broadcast,  'virtually 
everything  which  is  readable  is  considered. 
Newspapers,  magazine  articles,  editorials, 
business  news,  homemaking,  hobbies  and 
cralts,  sports  information,  special  "talk 
shows1',  programs  of  special  interest  to 
the  blind,  about  blindness  and  blind  per¬ 
sons,  and  even  the  music  of  the  great  big 
bands --Glenn  Miller,  Tommy  Dorsey,  etc. 
Most  broadcasters  have  few  if  any  restric¬ 
tive  policies,  feeling  that  the  blind 
should  have  access  to  what  they  wish  and 
need. 


The  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcas¬ 
ting  is  directly  involved  and  interested 
in  this  service  because  it  is  the  educa¬ 
tional  stations  which  are  being  utilized. 
It  is  part  of  the  law  governing  broad¬ 
casting  that  a  radio  station  cannot  use  a 
sub-carrier  for  a  different  purpose  than 
that  under  which  the  regular  station  oper¬ 
ates,  i.e.,  a  commercial  broadcaster  must 
use  sub-carriers  for  commercial  purposes, 
and  the  educational  station  for  education¬ 
al  purposes. 


The  only  effort  thus  far  in  Illinois 
to  provide  reading  service  is  Radio  Sta¬ 
tion  WMRY ,  operated  by  the  Shrine  of  Our 
Lady  of  the  Snows,  in  Belleville,  and 
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' -serving  the  metropolitan  area  of  St.  Louis, 
in  both  Illinois  and  Missouri.  This  is  a 
private  venture,  and  owes  much  of  its  suc¬ 
cess  to  the  Lions  of  Missouri,  and  groups 
in  Illinois,  including  the  IFB.  The  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  station  is  entirely  due  to 
the  dedicated  and  untiring  efforts  of 
Father  B.  L.  Wittenbrink. 

In  order  to  take  advantage  of  this 
service  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  blind 
in  Illinois  to  make  a  determination  as  to 
what  they  wish  from  it.  We  offer  here 
some  food  for  thought- -ideas  discussed  by 
this  writer  with  people  at  the  conference, 
and  with  members  of  the  Illinois  Federation 
of  the  Blind.  The  total  emphasis  in  the 
written  material  on  this  subject  is  placed 
on  the  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcast¬ 
ing.  This  group  has  the  facilities,  as 
well  as  money  which  can  be  used  to  provide 
the  service.  If  we  permit  this  to  happen, 
however,  we  wall  give  the  Corporation  for 
Public  Broadcasting  complete  control,  and 
allow  it  to  spoon  feed  to  us  what  it  thinks 
the  blind  ought  to  hear.  The  same  might 
even  be  said  if  a  state  agency  were  to 
have  control  of  a  reading  service. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  look  at  some 
possibilities.  Perhaps  a  feasible  solution 
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would  be^  to  utilize  the  money  and  facili¬ 
ties,  of  the  Corporation  for  Public  Broad¬ 
casting,  from  the  standpoint  of  providing 
mes  for  any  state-wide  or  national  pro¬ 
grams,  plus,  perhaps,  some  subsidization 
ol  one  educational  broadcasters  involved. 

Under  such  a  system  the  receivers 
could  be. provided  through  federal  funding 
by  the  Library  of  Congress,  since  it  al¬ 
ready  provides  talking  book  machines  and 
cassette  players. 

It  mignt  also  be  well  to  go  to  the 
state  legislature  and  procure  educational 
unos,  setting  up  a  state  program,  with 
receivers  either  provided  by  the  Library 
o  Congress  or  from  state  funding,  and 
make. the  content  of  such  radio  reading 
services  educational  and  productively 
meaningful  to  blind  and  physically  handi¬ 
capped  persons.  It  would  seem  that  we  do 
not  need  a  constant  stream  of  books  read 
to  us,  except  at  the  time  they  are  "best 
sellers"  for  the  already  existing  talking 
book  program  covers  other  basic  needs. 

The  IFB  Legislative  Committee  will  be 
involved  in  looking  over  an  already  exist¬ 
ing  proposition  for  provision  of  this  ser¬ 
vice  in  Illinois,  and  it  is  hoped  that  out 
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of  this  will  come  meaningful  legislation 
and  a  workable  service  for  the  blind  of 
this  state .  What  is  written  here  is  meant 
to  sharpen  your  own  interest,  and  bring 
forth  ideas  which  will  make  such  a  service 
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Please  make  your  ideas  known.,  You 
can  help  us  and  yourself  as  well.  Letters 
to  the  Illinois  Federation  of  the  Blind, 

P.  0.  Box  1336,  Springfield,  Illinois, 
62705  are  most  welcome.  Good  reading  to 

all  of  you. 


Harold  E.  Carter 


GOING  TO 


DOGS --IT  COULD  HELP  YOU 


As  secretary  of  the  national  organi¬ 
zation  Guide  Dog  Users,  Inc.,  I  invite  all 
those  who  are  interested  in  protecting  the 
guide  dog  user  against  discrimination,  and 
in  informing  the  public  as  to  the  actual 
functions  of  a  guide  dog,  to  join  us^in. 
working  toward,  these  goals.  We  would  like 
to  see  a  chapter  started  in  Illinois, 

To  accomplish  our  above-mentioned 
goals,  we  are  working  on  federal  legisla¬ 
tion  which  will  bring  uniformity  to  the 
now  confusing  and  diverging  state  laws 
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